13th Annual Ards Conference

Innovative Research
Tools and
Methodologies for
the Study of
Medieval and
Renaissance
Sculpture

Leuven (BE), 26-27 November 2026
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THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2026
Day 1| M Leuven, Leopold Vanderkelenstraat 28, 3000 Leuven

9:30 Registration, coffee and tea
10:00 Welcome and introduction by Marjan Debaene, M Leuven
10:10 Welcome and introduction by Suzanne Laemers, RKD - Netherlands

Institute for Art History in Den Haag (The Hague)

Session 1 | Visualising Sculpture: Digital Recording, Modelling and
Interpretation

Chair Suzanne Laemers, RKD - Netherlands Institute for Art History in Den Haag (The
Hague)

10:15 Lecture 1| Federica Carta, Institute for Art History at the TUBerlin
New Digital Perspectives on Della’s Robbia Glazed Terracotta
Sculptures

10:40 Lecture 2 | Christien Schrover, Utrecht University,

The Digital Altarpiece: Knowledge Production through the Digital Three-
Dimensional Reconstruction of Adriaen van Wesel’s Mary Altarpiece

11:05 Coffee and tea break

1:25 Lecture 3 | Héloise Depluvrez and Emile van Binnebeke, Royal
Museums of Art and History,
True Digital Twins? Opportunities and Limits of Photogrammetry-based
3D-modelling in the Context of the VERUS 3D Pilot Project at the Royal
Museum of Art and History (Brussels)

11:50 Lecture 4 | S.H. Nab, Utrecht University ArtLab, A. Lorne, R.
Morelissen, S. Frequin
Integrating Multimodal Analysis in 3D: A Digital Framework for Medieval
Polychrome Sculpture

12:15 QGA (all speakers)

12:30 Lunch
Option to explore the permanent collection ‘Collection of M’ or the
temporary exhibition ‘Scultori Fiamminghi’
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Session 2 | Reading Sculpture: Material Evidence from Objects to Networks
Chair Hannah De Moor, M Leuven

13:46 Lecture 5 | Noélle L. W. Streeton, José Tapia and Jacopo Melada,
University of Oslo (Norway),
In Situ Investigations of Non-planar Medieval Polychromy in
Scandinavia

14:10 Lecture 6 | Ellen Purdy, Lucretia Kargére, Mechthild Baumeister,
Chantal Stein, Federico Card, Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Sub-micron Cross-section Analysis: A High Resolution Investigation into
Unusual Alteration and Salt Formations on Monumental Stone
Sculptures

14:35 Lecture 7 | Nadia Vangampelaere, Musea Brugge
Hat-trick! The King and Emperor Cut a Dash Wherever They Go.
Technical Research into the Headdress of the Bust of Charles V from
Musea Brugge

16:00 Lecture 8 | Frank Kinnaer, Museum Hof van Busleyden,

From Objects to Networks: Mapping the Mechelen Alabaster Industry
16:25 QGEA (all speakers)
15:40 Coffee and tea break

Session 3 | Netherlands Institute for Art History

16:00 RKD: Databases ENS & Marks on Art, by Suzanne Laemers, Curator of
Fifteenth and Sixteenth Century Netherlandish Painting, RKD -
Netherlands Institute for Art History in Den Haag (The Hague)

17:00 End of Day 1

Conference dinner

19:00 Conference dinner (practical details TBC)

Free for speakers and chairs. Other participants may attend at their own cost
(approximately €75, all-inclusive), subject to prior registration and payment.
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FRIDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2026

Day 2 | Excursion to Brussels

9:45

10:00

12:00
13:45

14:00

14:15

1440

16:05
16:15

Assembling at the main entrance of the Museum Art & History, Parc
du Cinquantenaire 10, 1000 Brussels

This is a paid excursion. The participation fee is €15. Participation is subject to prior
registration and payment.

Parallel guided tours (max. 20 p. per group)

Medieval Sculpture Collection, guided by Emile van Binnebeke (1 hour)
Stone Sculpture, guided tour (1 hour)

Groups will rotate after the first tour

Lunch on your own

Start programme at The Royal Institute for Cultural Heritage (KIK-
IRPA), Parc du Cinquantenaire 1, 1000 Brussels (max. 90 p.)

Welcome and introduction by Hilde De Clercq, KIK-IRPA
Chair Marjan Debaene, M Leuven

Judy De Roy, Géraldine Patigny and Laurent Fontaine, KIK-IRPA
Marble or Alabaster? Resolving Material Ambiguity in Late Medieval and
Early Renaissance Sculpture

Camille De Clercq and Louise Decq, KIK-IRPA

An Interdisciplinary Approach to the Study and Conservation of 15th-
and Early 16th-Century Brabantine Stone Altarpieces: New Tools and
Methodologies at the Chapel of Enghien

QA (all speakers)

Atelier visits, options:
Group 1 (max. 156 p.): Polychrome Wooden Sculpture Studio (30°) &
Paintings Studio (30°)

Group 2 (max. 156 p.): Paintings Studio (30’) & Polychrome Wooden
Sculpture Studio (30°)

Group 3 (max. 156 p.): Stone Sculpture Studio (30°) & Laboratory and/or
Scientific Imaging Facilities (30°)

Group 4 (max. 15 p.): Laboratory and/or Scientific Imaging Facilities
(30°) & Stone Sculpture Studio (307)
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16:30 Closing drinks at the KIK-IRPA

17:30 End of the programme

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Please note: registration is mandatory.

Only register for parts you can attend.

Conference Fees
Free of Charge:
e Thursday
o Lectures
o Coffee and tea breaks
o Lunch
e Friday
o Lectures
o Atelier visits at the KIK-IRPA

o Conference drinks

Paid Components:

e Thursday
o Conference dinner

* Free for speakers and chairs. Other participants may attend at their
own cost (approximately €75, all-inclusive), subject to prior
registration and payment.

e Friday

o Excursion at the Museum Art & History
* Thisis a paid excursion. The participation fee is €15. Participation is
subject to prior registration and payment.
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Please note that once you register for the paid components, an invoice will be
sent, and payment will be required.
Cancellations and refunds will not be possible.

Any questions?
Don’t hesitate to contact us via info@ards.be.

Programme (lectures and excursions) and timetable may be subject to
change. Check www.ards.be for updates.

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

M Leuven and Ards - the platform for medieval sculpture
Marjan Debaene, Hannah De Moor, Anne Liefsoens
RKD — Netherlands Institute for Art History

Suzanne Laemers
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